The Challenge to Democracy
it is the wearer of the clothes who is most truly
served.
The General Scramble
Not only among the manual workers, however, but
even more disastrously among capital-owners and
organizers of finance the obsolete conception survives
that, if each stands for his own gain, the common good
will be attained. And government itself is under
pressure from groups which have no knowledge of the
common good and confessedly no interest in it. The
confused and, in some ways, contradictory policies
now commonly followed in most industrial countries
are therefore the result of variable and fortuitous
pressures, on this side or on that, of opposing interests;
and nothing is gained except the sort of peace which is
a desolation, when one interest or the other takes
complete control under a dictatorship.
The disastrous effect of unplanned and divided
efforts to make anything and everything for gain
to the makers has led to accumulations of food and
other goods which cannot be purchased by those
who are in need. Whatever the purely "economic"
reasons for this absurdity, it is partly due to the
obsolete conception that wealth in the making is
mainly a means of income for the makers and not a
supply of needs. The functions of persons and groups
concerned in production are therefore wrongly con-
ceived. Their position as creators of something new is
not understood even by themselves; and therefore
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